
 
 
 
 
Setting of the sermon. Acts 2-7 contains two important matters. In terms of divine purpose, the church is formed in Acts 
2. In terms of human responsibility, an appeal is still being made to Israel to repent, first by Peter (2.38, 40; 3.19) then 
Stephen (Acts 7). The nation had rejected God the Father as He spoke to them through the prophets in OT days. They 
had also rejected the testimony of the incarnate Son of God in their very midst! Now, the witness of the Spirit was being 
presented through the preaching of the apostles. All this was necessary to prove conclusively that God must now leave 
the nation and move out to the Gentiles. 
 
Subject of the sermon. The preaching contains several key themes:  

• Saviour or Messiah. The whole aim of Peter’s preaching was to prove to the house of Israel that Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom they had crucified, had been raised from the dead and made, in position, Lord and Christ. The presence of 
the Spirit of God in their midst proved the case (v.36; John 7.39). 

• Scriptures. As a sermon to the Jews, the preaching must contain the evidence of Scripture. 42% of the message is 
direct quotation from the OT including Joel 2 (vv.17-21), Psalm 16 (vv.25-28) and Psalm 110 (vv.34-35). There are 
also allusions to Psalm 132 and 2 Samuel 7 (v.30). It is interesting that, when speaking to Gentiles in Acts 10, Peter 
does not quote from any OT scriptures, apart from to say, “to him give all the prophets witness” (v.43). Paul follows 
the same pattern, quoting liberally from Scripture to a Jewish audience (Acts 13), but not at all to the philosophical 
Gentiles of Athens (Acts 17). Clearly the apostles had an acute awareness of their audience and tailored their 
preaching accordingly.  

• Sovereignty of God. The name of “God” is used nine times in the sermon (cf. 2.17, 22-24). Peter is clearly 
emphasising that all the events of Calvary and Pentecost were foreknown and foreordained in the purpose of God. 
This did not, however, absolve the Jews from personal guilt and human responsibility. 

• Salvation. Although the word salvation only occurs three times in the chapter (vv.21, 40, 47), the great thrust of 
Peter’s preaching is to engender a sense of personal responsibility in relation to the specific sin of crucifying the 
Messiah (vv.23, 37). Yet, by the grace of God, “remission” was freely to be received in Christ (v.38). 

 
Structure of the sermon 
1. Explanation of the strange events of Pentecost by the prophet Joel (vv.14-21) 
2. Evidence of the Messiahship of Jesus of Nazareth (vv.22-36) 
o His Person (vv.22-24). In Life (v.22). In Death (v.23). In Resurrection (v.24) 
o Psalm (vv.25-31). Peter states the Psalm (vv.25-28) then interprets the significance of the Psalm (vv.29-31) 
o Personal Testimony of the Apostles (v.32) 
o Presence of Spirit (vv.33-35). Christ in the place of honour (vv.33-34), patiently waiting (v.35) 
3. Exhortation to repentance and baptism (vv.36-40). 
 
Explanation of the Events of Pentecost [vv.14-21] 
v.14: Peter first addresses the crowd (v.14) before dismissing the charge of drunkenness (v.15) and drawing on the 
prophecy of Joel to explain the sign of tongues (vv.16-21). Remarkably, it is Peter, the denier, who raises his voice to 
preach. Fifty days earlier had been shut away with the other disciples for fear of the Jews; now he has been “endued 
with power from on high”! The phrase “and said” employs a rare Greek word (x3 in NT) meaning to ‘declare openly’ or 
literally ‘sound out’. Significantly the same word is used of the Spirit-inspired utterance in the upper room (v.4), 
suggesting Peter is likewise preaching by inspiration. Peter addresses himself to the “men of Judea”, literally ‘men, 
Jews’, not necessarily permanent dwellers in Judea, but those of Jewish heritage. Those who “dwell at Jerusalem” 
(Israel’s spiritual centre) takes in all others besides native-born Jews such as proselytes. v.15: On a feast day, Jews 
abstained from “wine” until at least 10am (after the morning sacrifice) or even 12pm (after synagogue prayers had 
ended). The sign of tongues was therefore a matter of inspiration, not intoxication!  
 
v.16: The quotation from Joel 2 is contextually located after a locust plague had ravaged the land of Israel causing 
widespread famine. The prophecy presents a call to repentance, promising restoration of prosperity and the ultimate 
dawn of the Messianic age when the Spirit would be ‘poured out’. In quoting Joel 2, Peter says “this is that”. There are 
three views as to exactly what Peter meant: 

o Total fulfilment. Acts 2 was the complete and final fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy. This view requires the 
spiritualisation of the supernatural signs of vv.19-20 and often advocates their fulfilment at Calvary or in AD70. 

o No fulfilment. In this view Peter is merely saying the events of Acts 2 were illustrative of, or like the prophecy of 
Joel. However, the language of Peter throughout seems to demand more than this. 



o Preliminary or ‘near’ fulfilment. This suggests that Pentecost fulfils Joel’s prediction, but does not exhaust it. 
This is therefore ‘a’ fulfilment but not ‘the’ fulfilment. This is stage one, a kind of firstfruits or foretaste of the 
outpouring of the last days. It is no doubt significant that three items belong to the “last days”. The Spirit is 
poured out (vv.17-18), supernatural signs are seen (vv.19-20) and salvation is enjoyed (v.21). Peter develops the 
first (v.33) and third (v.38), but not the second – it has a future fulfilment. 

 
Spirit poured out (vv.17-18). By inspiration of the Spirit, Peter has changed “afterward” (Joel 2.28) to “in the last days”. 
The “last days” or “last times” as relating to the church began with the advent of Christ (1 Peter 1.20) and have special 
reference to declension at the end of this age (cf. 2 Timothy 3.1; 2 Peter 3.3). The Spirit is the signal indicating the end 
time era had arrived. Last days as related to Israel, are days of her exaltation and blessing (Isaiah 2.2-4) including the 
great age of Messianic fulfilment.  
 
“Saith God” is added by Peter to his quotation of Joel 2. This is highly significant to emphasise that the outpouring of the 
Spirit comes from God – a point which prepares the hearers for the conclusion of the message where it is “Jesus” 
exalted at the right hand of God who has “shed forth this” – He must therefore be God (vv.32-33)! The word “pour” 
expresses a copious, freely abundant supply. The image is that of a torrential downpour. The Spirit would be poured out 
on “all flesh” without distinction of sex, age or social standing (v.18). This is a gift offered indiscriminately to all. This was 
predicted in connection with Israel’s last days in both Isaiah (32.15; 44.3) and Ezekiel (39.29) as well as Joel. Only Joel 
adds “all flesh”. This does not describe all humanity, but a repentant remnant of the children of Zion (Joel 2.23), though 
it could be wider here to embrace Gentiles. 
 
Evidence of the outpouring of the Spirit would come in the form of “prophecy” – words of revelation from God to men 
(cf. Acts 11.27; 13.1; 15.32; 19.6) and “visions”, a vehicle of divine revelation by day or night (dreams), cf. Ananias (Acts 
9.10), Peter (Acts 10.3) and Paul (Acts 16.9). This outpouring would come on the lowest ranks of society, even “on my 
(God’s) servants” and “handmaidens” (female servants). 
 
Supernatural signs (vv.19-20). The “great and notable (glorious) day of the Lord” (v.20) appears to be a particular point 
within the day of the Lord, specifically, the advent of Christ. This is the great day of direct, divine intervention. It will be 
heralded by judgment and “wonders” (something that astounds) in heaven above and “signs” in the earth beneath. On 
earth, there will be the signs of “blood” (emblem of slaughter and battle), “fire” (image of war), and “vapour” 
(describing rising columns or pillars of smoke). In heaven, there will be the wonder of the sun “turned into darkness”. 
Each judgment of Revelation ends with an earthquake, suggesting a high level of tectonic and volcanic activity which 
would likely fill the atmosphere with ash and darken the sun. The “moon” shall ‘not give her light’ (Matthew 24.29) and 
become blood red in colour.  
 
Salvation (v.21). In Joel, ‘salvation’ signifies deliverance from impending judgment and doom in the day of the Lord. The 
“call” is directed toward Jehovah. Significantly, the “Lord” in Acts 2 is the risen Christ (v.36). He is Jehovah Jesus (cp. 
Isaiah 45.23, Philippians 2.10). To “call” is to recognise one’s danger and cry in faith to the Deliverer, trusting His power 
to save. The “name” represents the Person. This is an expression of total faith in and loyalty to the Lord and Christ at 
God’s right hand.  
 
 


